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Major Land Uses


Main Communities

Alert

Hazen Camp


Aboriginal Peoples

Uninhabited (people of the Dorset 
culture lived here about 1000 years 
ago)


Parks and Natural Areas

John Franklin Expedition wintering site


Further Information


Alert, at the northern tip of Ellesmere Island, may be the most northerly settlement in 
the world. This photo must have been taken in early summer because it is light. At 82 
degrees North latitude, winter darkness lasts well past what southerners would 
consider the end of winter. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorset_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorset_culture
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Without getting too sentimental, one sees a landscape 
stripped to its absolute minimum: water, land, sky. 

Bruce McLeod

Bruce McLeod

Bruce McLeod took theses pictures while visiting 
the south shore of Devon Island during a tour of 

the North West Passage region of Nunavut.



Life is concentrated in the relative warmth of the ocean, 
which never drops below -5 C. Even terrestrial animals like 
this polar bear seek aquatic food.
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With most of the land being totally bare 
of vegetation, it cannot really be called 
“tundra”. But even here, a scattering of 
low wildflowers, like this Arctic Poppy, 
survives in sheltered nooks.
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Natalia Rybczynski, of the 
Canadian Museum of 
Nature, explored a rich 
fossil locality in central 
Ellesmere Island. Unlike 
the modern environment, 
the ancient climate, 2.6-5.0 
million years ago, 
supported a rich forest, 
with fossils of seven trees 
and numerous animals. 

This pile of sticks has been 
interpreted as the earliest 
beaver dam ever found. 
Note the tooth marks on 
the close-up of the stick.

(After millions of years, the 
wood could still be 
burned!)Natalia Rybcznski

Natalia Rybcznski

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303829244_Stratigraphic_and_Paleoenvironmental_Reconstruction_of_a_Mid-Pliocene_Fossil_Site_in_the_High_Arctic_Ellesmere_Island_Nunavut_Evidence_of_an_Ancient_Peatland_with_Beaver_Activity_Online_Appendix_Figur
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303829244_Stratigraphic_and_Paleoenvironmental_Reconstruction_of_a_Mid-Pliocene_Fossil_Site_in_the_High_Arctic_Ellesmere_Island_Nunavut_Evidence_of_an_Ancient_Peatland_with_Beaver_Activity_Online_Appendix_Figur
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303829244_Stratigraphic_and_Paleoenvironmental_Reconstruction_of_a_Mid-Pliocene_Fossil_Site_in_the_High_Arctic_Ellesmere_Island_Nunavut_Evidence_of_an_Ancient_Peatland_with_Beaver_Activity_Online_Appendix_Figur


John Franklin and his crew spent the long winter of 1845 here on the southwest shore 
of Devon Island. The remaining wooden structure speaks more to the slow rate of 
decay in the Arctic than the quality of the makeshift shelter. The rusty debris consists 
mainly of steel hoops from wooden kegs, used to store a variety of goods.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin's_lost_expedition

